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bring out into clear light the real relation between the two,
instead of presuming a false one.

Having thus vindicated the rights of his 'Enquiry/
Shaftesbury approaches it, as might be expected, from the
heathen rather than the Christian side; starting, that is,
from the conception, not of Duty, but of Good. Good is
entirely relative to function and its needs, and could never
be predicated of the purely statical conditions of the world.
It enters wherever there is a being with a living nature,
and denotes that which satisfies the wants of that nature,
and enables it to fulfil its ends. Whatever does this is the
private good of that particular being; but if the result is
reached not without balking some other natuie of its proper
functional achievements, it is only a partial good, and may
be a preponderant evil. And conversely, if that which
disappoints the function of an individual fulfils thereby
that of a larger and embracing nature, the relative evil is
an absolute good. Thus explained, good is not identical
with pleasure, and, if attended by it, is so because it must
be always pleasant for an instinct to succeed: it is the
supply of a need, the attainment of an end ; and the need
and the end are given in the nature, before there is any
knowledge of the sensations in which they terminate, before
therefore they can be the object of desire. This conception
agrees essentially with the Hegelian summum bonum of self-
realisation^ the perfect and proportioned accomplishment
by each nature of its own ends. The idea conducts
Shaftesbury, by an easy extension, to a doctrine of op-
timism. We are fair judges, he says, of such good as is
measured by the constitution of a particular being where-
with we are familiar; and if he were isolated, this would
be the total matter for judgment. But each single being
belongs to a kmd; and each kind to a hierarchy of living
natures; and every planet that holds them, to a s6lar
group; serving in turn as a mere member of some con-
stellation, flung as a spurt of spray from the stellar ocean:
and throughout this system within system, the tissue of